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of sacrifice. As soon as the victim is killed, the
offerer dips his finger in the blood and puts it on his
own forehead.
The annual festival of this goddess lasts for a whole
month, ending on the New Year's day of the Telugu
calendar. During this festival the procession of pots
is observed with special ceremony. Six brass pots,
each about two feet high, with the figure of a cobra
springing from below the neck and rising over the
mouth of the pot, are draped with women's cloths
and carried round the town on men's head. Nothing
is put inside them, but, as they go round, the women
of each house come out, pour water on the feet of the
bearers, and make offerings of rice and fruit. These are
solemnly presented to the pots by the bearers, and some
powder is applied to the two small feet that project
at the base of each pot, and form a sort of frame fitting
on the bearer* s head. The bearer then takes a little
of the turmeric powder, that is already on the foot
of the pot, and puts it into the dish in which the offering
was brought, with a few margosa leaves from a bundle
that he carries with him. The dish is returned to the
woman who offered the gifts, which become the property
of the pujari. The women and children of the family
mark their foreheads with the turmeric, and put the
margosa leaves in their hair. This is called Amma-
yari-Pmsadam?' As they go round, the pujaris dance
to the sound of tom-toms.
On the last day of the festival, when a buffalo is
sacrificed, a curious ceremony takes place which is
said to be very common in the villages of this district.
After the head is cut off by the vetty,2 who is a
Madiga, the blood is collected in a basin and nine
kinds of grain and gram3 are put into it The basin
is then pat before the idol inside the shrine, and the
1 The turmeric and the margosa leaves are a 'gift of grace
(Sanskrit pr&$ad&> grace) from the goddess. Food and water
from the table of a Hindu god given to the worshippers in the
tanpla are called prasada.
* See above p. 56,             * Gram is coarse lentils.